
Writing Successful SBIR/STTR Grant Applications for Federal Agencies 
A 2-day Intensive Workshop featuring NIH Grants with an additional 3rd day focusing on DOD/DOE/NSF

DAY 1 – February 3, 2010

8:00 am:   Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:30 am – 4:30 pm :  Program Agenda

Strategic Planning – Do your homework up front!

• SBIR/STTR program details

• Technological innovation and commercial merit – what this really 
means

• Strategies for targeting your proposal to meet Agency’s mission 
and requirements

• How to do your intelligence work prior to writing the proposal

Proposal Development: NIH - Crafting a Fundable Proposal –
Details on the proposal preparation process focused on the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH):

• Planning tools for writing the proposal

• The SBIR/STTR review process – learn how to write the proposal 
to meet the reviewers’ expectations

• Step by step process in how to write each section of a SBIR/STTR 
proposal

• Common problems and pitfalls in SBIR/STTR proposals and how 
to avoid them

DAY 2 – February  4,  2010

8:00 am:  Continental Breakfast

8:30 am to 4:30 pm: Program Agenda

Proposal Submission – Detailed information needed to be prepared for 
successful submission to NIH through grants.gov:

• Agency submission procedures

• Planning and timing

• Details on electronic submission to NIH

Post award administration – What to do once you learn you are going to 
be funded (and what to do next if you learn you are not)

Preparing a Commercialization Plan - Good science is necessary but not 
sufficient. A strong commercialization strategy is a critical element in 
successful SBIR/STTR proposals.

• Importance of commercialization from Phase I on

• Step by step instructions for preparing a commercialization plan 

For attendees wishing to have additional information 
focused on DOD, NSF and DOE,  we are adding a half day  
specific to these agencies. 

DAY 3 – February 5, 2010 (attendance on Days 1 & 2 
are prerequisites for this session)

8:00 am:  Continental Breakfast

8:30 am  -- 12:30 pm:  Program Agenda

Proposal Development and Submission: DOD, NSF, DOE 
– Additional proposal preparation details focused on DOD, NSF and 
DOE

*************************************************

Registration is now open!

Registration Fees – Seating is limited

2-Day Workshop Only (includes breakfast, lunch and 
materials) : 

FRA/FBBp Clients:    $200          

CBSA & CCIA Members & Research Faculty:    $225
Non Members:   $250

Add Day 3 Workshop focusing on DOD, DOE & NSF: 

$75 (includes breakfast and additional materials)

Seating is limited (we are only accepting 40 participants for this 
workshop - Priority will be given to bioscience companies, 
cleantech companies and university faculty)

We had to turn registrants away for the last seminar, so be sure to 
register now to reserve a seat.

Event Location

Bioscience Park Center at Fitzsimons

12635 E. Montview Blvd, Aurora, CO 80045

Contact Vicki Jenings at vjenings@colobio.com to request 
registration application

Presented by Lisa Kurek
(back by popular demand!)

Hosted by

In time for the April 5th SBIR/STTR Grant Filing Deadline!

mailto:vjenings@colobio.com


Here’s what attendees said about last year’s 
SBIR Workshop!

ά[ƛǎŀ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ŘƛǎǉǳŀƭƛŦȅƛƴƎ 
errors in the application process and she gave us a 
template for the structure of the commercialization 
segment of the SBIR. These two topics cover the main 
reasons why applications are denied. These are $100,000 
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎΦέ

David Cunningham - The DamerGroup LLC

ά9±9w¸ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ a¦{¢ ǎŜƴŘ 
someone to this course! It is an absolute necessity to take 
full advantage of government granting programs. Lisa will 
ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Řƻ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΗ 9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ 
research, take this course. Lisa will have you so pumped 
ǳǇΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘΗέ

Carol Clem - CSU Ventures/NeoTREX

ά.ƛƻǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ [ƛǎŀ YǳǊŜƪ ǿŜǊŜ 
right on target with their grant writing workshop. They 
are knowledgeable, systematic, clear, and 
enthusiastic. They read and translate the grant writing 
ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ bLI ƛƴǘƻ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΗέ

Andrew Hawkins - Gevo, Inc.

άL ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ϧƴǳǘǎ ŀƴŘ ōƻƭǘǎϦ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
conveyed was very helpful, and the grantsmanship and 
political insights were invaluable. I would recommend this 
type of training as a valuable ongoing activity. It should 
ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻƴŎŜ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΦέ

Tim Estep - Chart Biotech Consulting/OmnioxInc.

ά9ȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜŀƭ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎΣ ƻƴŜ 
after another, that if applied are bound to improve 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦέ

Terry Opgenorth - CSU Ventures/NeoTREX

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ǘƻƻƭΦLisa was 
extremely knowledgeable and an excellent presenter. I 
only wish that it had been offered a year earlier, it would 
ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ ƳŜ ŎƻǳƴǘƭŜǎǎ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘŜŀŘŀŎƘŜǎΦέ

Sheryl M. Verbitski - ChromaDexAnalytics

ά[ƛǎŀ ƛǎ ǊƛŘƛŎǳƭƻǳǎƭȅ ǿŜƭƭ-equipped to provide this 
workshop. She knows the SBIR/STTR process inside and 
out (across all agencies), has the experience to render 
valuable judgments, and is a wonderful speaker, able to 
convey information quickly and accurately while 
simultaneously keeping it interesting and 
entertaining. She was remarkably adept at engaging the 
audience, tailoring the presentation to the needs of the 
audience, remembering names and keeping things casual 
but professional ςall while maintaining control of the 
discussion so that we never got off-track or behind 
schedule. ²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǾŀƎǳŜƭȅ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 
ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀ Ƨƻō ŀǎ [ƛǎŀ ŘƛŘΣ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ 
ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦέ

Jeremy Nelson - CSURF

ά[ƛǎŀ ŘƛŘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ Ƨƻō ƻŦ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
whys of how to write an SBIR/STTR grant application. Her 
experience in reviewing these applications provides her 
with the knowledge of what makes a good grant 
ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘΦέ

Duane Bush - Microphage

"The workshop was great.  I learned a lot more about how 
to put together a competitive NIH proposal in the 2 days 
than I have over the last few weeks trying to get it going 
on my own.  Hopefully, I will have a competitive proposal 
ready soon to launch my first small business."

Kimberly E. Newman - University of Denver

"SBIRiffic!"

Brian Turner - Taiga


